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Jesus Grows Up
Luke 2:39-52

P

reschoolers understand that they have a special relationship with their parents,
different from the relationships they have with friends or neighbors. And that special
connection can be tied to Jesus’ relationship with God. The initial family relationship
connection is the starting point and will be more understandable to preschoolers when
tangible examples are applied. Use this lesson to help children understand why Jesus is
special and what makes him special.
Lesson

What Children Do

Supplies

1

Welcome and
Celebrate
Welcome each other,
and praise God through
music.

signal, CD player
Teacher Pack: CD

Getting
Started
about 5 min.

2

Key Verse
Activity
about 10 min.

Knowing God’s Special
Bible, CD player, picture
Son
of your parents
Sing about God’s Son,
Teacher Pack: CD
Jesus.
Puppy Pointers
CD player, Theo puppet,
Watch as Theo gets
hairbrush or comb, string
ready for a family photo. Teacher Pack: CD

3

Bible
Exploration
about 15 min.

easy prep

Bible Time: Jesus in
the Temple
Use gestures as Mary
and Joseph search for
Jesus.

Bible Point

Jesus is special.

Key Verse
“Yet to all who received
him, to those who
believed in his name,
he gave the right to
become children of
God” (John 1:12).

Weaving Faith
Into Life
Children will know why
Jesus is special.
Tie the hairbrush or
comb to Theo’s paw.

Bible, paper, tape
Teacher Pack: “Jesus at
the Temple” poster (from
the Big Bible Poster Pack) Tape paper over the
picture of Jesus, hiding
him completely.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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Lesson

4

Weaving
Faith
Into Life
about 20 min.
(Choose 2 centers.)

5

Lasting
Impressions
about 10 min.

What Children Do

Supplies

Easy Prep

Center 1: Mirror Magic
Use a hand mirror to
view reflections.

My Bible Hugs, mirror, pen

Remove the Lesson 5
pages from each My Bible
Hugs student book, and
write children’s names on
them.

Center 2: Special
Snacks
Decorate cookies to make
them special.

plain wafer cookies,
spoons, frosting, sprinkles,
paper plates, antibacterial
gel (optional)

Center 3: Looking for
Jesus
Act out Mary and
Joseph’s search for
Jesus.

Center 4: Jesus in the
Temple
Make a lift-the-flap
picture of Jesus in the
Temple.

construction paper,
markers, scissors

Daily Challenges
Choose a Daily Challenge
to apply God’s Word.

My Bible Hugs, pens

Action Prayer
Reflect same actions as
partners in prayer.
Weaving Faith at Home
Talk about how to share
what they learned with
their families.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

Winter Quarter

Lesson 5

Preschool/Ages 3 & 4

Fold a sheet of
construction paper in
half to make a simple
tent shape. On 1 side of
the folded paper, make
double doors by cutting a
T shape from the bottom
edge and then folding the
doors back. Make 1 per
child.
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Jesus Grows Up
Luke 2:39-52
BIBLe BACKGROUND
for Leaders

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus
Travel to Jerusalem for Passover
Almost all we know of Jesus’ childhood between
infancy and age 12 is the summary in Luke 2:40. It
appears that even in light of his sinless perfection, he
developed as a normal child would.
All Jewish males were supposed to worship at the
Temple in Jerusalem during Passover, but not all
did. Jewish women were not required to go at all.
According to Luke 2:41, Mary and Joseph went every
year, demonstrating their faithfulness and commitment
to God. Their faithfulness indicates the type of home
Jesus grew up in.
This visit to Jerusalem was significant because Jesus
was 12 years old. He had likely been to the Temple to
worship before, but now he was to prepare to take his
place in the religious community, which would happen
when he turned 13.

was already viewed as a teacher. Luke 2:47 states
that the teachers in the Temple were impressed by
what he understood and by the answers he gave. This
implies that they were asking him questions as well as
answering his.

The Jesus Connection
Jesus’ statement to Mary and Joseph that he had to
be in his Father’s house is an example to us that our
relationship with Jesus has to be our main priority in
our lives.
This week focuses on the fact that Jesus is special.
Though he developed like an ordinary child, his
experience in the Temple proves he wasn’t ordinary.
Pray about what makes Jesus special to you. You can
write your prayer here.

Missing Child
Modern readers of this account may consider Mary
and Joseph irresponsible because they left Jerusalem
without knowing that Jesus was with them. However,
to understand this event, we must understand the
culture. Mary and Joseph were likely traveling in a
caravan with lots of other family members. It would
have been easy to assume that Jesus was with
cousins or other relatives for the day. Some scholars
also suggest that adult men and women traveled
separately in that culture and both parents could have
assumed Jesus was with the other.

A Young Teacher
It is significant that Jesus was found sitting among the
teachers. In that culture, a rabbi sat when he taught.
The fact that Jesus was sitting might indicate that he
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	getting

started

Welcome and
Celebrate

Supplies

signal
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “Glad You’re Here
Today” (track 7), “Are
You Going to Praise the
Lord?” (track 10)

Welcome and Celebrate
Tip Consistently use the same signal to announce a transition to the
next activity. You could flip the lights off and on, use a train whistle, have a puppet
rustling inside a bag, or sing cleanup songs. Keep it simple, consistent, and fun.
What You’ll Do

As the children arrive, greet each one with a smile. When it’s time to begin, use your
signal to gather the children together in a circle on the floor.
Lead children in singing “Glad You’re Here Today” (track 7 on the CD) to the tune of “Ten
Little Indians.” Encourage children to follow the motions in parentheses.
Come sing and play and hear the Bible. (cup hands over mouth)
Sing and play and hear the Bible. (turn in a circle)
Sing and play and hear the Bible. (put hand to ear)
We’re so glad you’re here! (both thumbs up)
We’re so glad you’re here today! (hands on hips and shake head)
We’re so glad you’re here today! (hands on hips and shake head)
We’re so glad you’re here today! (hands on hips and shake head)
Come sing and play with us. (make “come here” motion)
(Repeat.)
Say: I’m glad you’re here today. We get to learn about someone very special today—
Jesus! Today we’ll hear why  Jesus is special. Let’s sing one more song before
we begin.
Lead children in singing “Are You Going to Praise the Lord?” (track 10 on the CD). Encourage
children to follow the motions in parentheses.
Are you going to praise the Lord? (put hands on hips)
I will praise him all the time. (wave hands in air)
Remember all the things he has done. (point to head)
Jesus is a true friend of mine. (hand on heart)
Praise, praise, praise the Lord. (wave hands in air)
Come on, come on, let’s praise the Lord. (make “come over” motion)
(Repeat.)
Praise him for his goodness to me. (show thumbs up)
He is always loving and kind. (hug self)
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He died for me and forgave all my sins. (nod head)
Jesus is a true friend of mine. (hand on heart)
Praise, praise, praise the Lord. (wave hands in air)
Come on, come on, let’s praise the Lord. (make “come over” motion)
(Repeat 3x.)
Come on, come on, let’s praise the Lord. (make “come over” motion)
Come on, come on, let’s praise the Lord. (make “come over” motion)
Say: It’s great to know that Jesus is our true friend. He loves us, and he died for us.
 Jesus is special. Let’s learn more.

2 Key Verse

activity

Knowing God’s Special Son

Knowing God’s
Special Son

Supplies

What You’ll Do

Have children form a circle and sit down. Open your Bible to John 1:12, and show children
the words. Tell kids the Bible is God’s special book.
Show children the picture of your parents. Say: These are my parents, [parents’ names]. I’m
their child, even though I’m grown up. I will always be a child of [parents’ names]. Invite
children to share about their parents.

Bible
CD player
picture of your parents
Teacher Pack
CD: “Do You Know God’s
Special Son?” (track 11)

Say:  Jesus is special because he’s God’s son. Our Key Verse helps us
understand why that’s so great. Listen while I read it: “Yet to all who received him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John
1:12). This means that if we believe in Jesus, we can be part of God’s family. Let’s say
our Key Verse together. Lead children in saying the simplified Key Verse with you: Those
who believe in Jesus can become children of God (John 1:12).
Show your picture again. Say: When you become part of God’s family, you’re still part
of your family here on earth. Your parents are still your parents. But you’re also part of
God’s great, big family. Let’s sing about God’s special Son, Jesus, who helps us be part
of God’s family.
Lead children in singing “Do You Know God’s Special Son?” (track 11 on the CD) to the tune
of “The Muffin Man.”
Do you know God’s special Son? (point to friend)
He and God are really one. (bring palms together)
Do you know God’s special Son? (point to friend)
It’s Jesus Christ the Lord. (point up to heaven)
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Yes, I know God’s special Son. (point to self)
He and God are really one. (bring palms together)
Yes, I know God’s special Son. (point to self)
It’s Jesus Christ the Lord. (point to heaven)
(Repeat.)

Talk With Kids

Lead children in this discussion.
Ask:
n
n
n

Why do you like to sing about Jesus?
What makes Jesus special to you?
Why do you want to be part of Jesus’ special family?

Say: Jesus is God’s Son. He can do anything—so it’s pretty special that he wants
us to be part of his family. I’m glad that  Jesus is special, because if we
believe in him we can be God’s children. Repeat the Key Verse with children again:
Those who believe in Jesus can become children of God (John 1:12).

3 bible

Exploration

Puppy Pointers

Supplies

CD player
Theo puppet
hairbrush or comb
string
Teacher Pack
CD: “Here, Theo” (track 2)
Puppy Pointers

Easy Prep
Tie the hairbrush or
comb to Theo’s paw.

Winter Quarter

Puppy Pointers
What You’ll Do

Say: Listen, everyone, Theo’s coming! He has something to show us. Let’s find out
what it is. Play “Here, Theo” (track 2 on the CD), and bring out Theophilus the FaithRetriever.
Theo: Hi, everybody!
Teacher: Hi, Theo! Looks like you’re brushing up for something special.
Theo: Yessiree! I’m getting ready for our family picture. We’re getting all dressed up and
having a picture taken with our whole family!
Teacher: That sounds fun. Here, I’ll brush your fur so you’ll look as handsome as can
be. You’re a special part of your family, and you want to look sharp!
Theo: I thought I heard my friends here talking about families, too.
Teacher: You must have heard our Key Verse. Friends, let’s say our Key Verse for Theo.
(Lead children in saying the Key Verse for Theo.) Those who believe in Jesus can
become children of God (John 1:12).
Theo: Wow! I wonder what a picture of God’s family would look like. That’d be huge!
Teacher: You’re right, Theo! It’s extra special to belong to God’s family and be God’s
child. That’s why I want all my friends here to believe in Jesus.
Theo: Thanks for brushing my fur. I’d better go so I can be in the picture.
Teacher: Boys and girls, let’s all say goodbye to Theo.
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Encourage the children to wave or say goodbye to Theo. Then put Theo away in a safe place
for next week’s use.

Talk With Kids

Lead children in this discussion.
Ask:
n
n
n

Tell about a time you got ready for something special.
What do you do to get ready for church and for learning about Jesus?
What’s something special that you know about Jesus?

Say: Theo knew his family picture was special; that’s why he was doing some extra
things to look his best. Each of you are part of special families, too, and when you
believe in Jesus, you’re part of God’s very special family.  Jesus is special!
Let’s learn more about how special Jesus was when he was a child.

Bible Time: Jesus in the Temple

Bible Time: Jesus in
the Temple

Supplies

What You’ll Do

Open your Bible to Luke 2:39-52, and show children the words. Tell children that the
Bible is God’s special book.
Say: Today we’ll hear why  Jesus is special. Let’s find out what happened
when Jesus was a boy. When you hear the name “Jesus,” make this sign. Show
children how they can touch a middle finger to the palm of the opposite hand. When
people can’t hear, they use signs. Show the “Jesus” sign again. This is the sign that
means “Jesus.” Have children practice several times.

Bible
paper
tape
Teacher Pack
“Jesus at the Temple”
poster (from the Big
Bible Poster Pack)
Bible Time: Jesus in
the Temple

Easy Prep

Tape paper over the
picture of Jesus, hiding
him completely.

Say: When you hear the name “Mary,” open your mouth wide and hold your hands
up to your mouth like this. See illustration on the following page. Show the gesture,
and have children practice it. Then alternate between the “Jesus” sign and the “Mary”
gesture to help kids practice them.

Preschool/Ages 3 & 4

Lesson 5

Winter Quarter

60

Say: Today we’ll hear about a party, or celebration. Invite children to talk about
parties they’ve attended.
Say: The Bible tells us about a time Jesus’ (show sign for Jesus) family had a big
party. Let’s listen carefully for the words Mary (show sign for Mary) and Jesus (show
sign for Jesus). Great! Let’s begin.
When Jesus (show sign for Jesus) was 12 years old, he went with Mary (show sign
for Mary) and Joseph to Jerusalem. Lots of his aunts, uncles, and cousins went,
too. So did Jesus’ neighbors. They went there to celebrate a special holiday, and
Jerusalem was full of people. Have the children cheer and shake their hands above
their heads to show celebrating.
When it was time to go home, Mary (show sign for Mary) and Joseph couldn’t find
Jesus (show sign for Jesus). They decided he must have gone on ahead with one
of his relatives. It wasn’t until the next day that they realized Jesus (show sign for
Jesus) was not with anyone in the family. Mary (show sign for Mary) and Joseph
turned around and walked back to Jerusalem to find Jesus (show sign for Jesus).
The town was still very crowded, and they couldn’t see Jesus (show sign for Jesus)
anywhere.
Mary (show sign for Mary) and Joseph asked everyone they saw, “Have you seen
Jesus (show sign for Jesus)?” The people shook their heads sadly and said, “No,
we’re sorry, we haven’t.”
Mary (show sign for Mary) and Joseph searched for Jesus (show sign for Jesus) for
three whole days, but they couldn’t find him. Finally, Mary (show sign for Mary) and
Joseph looked in the Temple. Hold up the “Jesus at the Temple” poster so all the
children can see it. In the Temple they saw a group of priests and teachers. All of
them were listening to a young boy.
Let’s see who that boy was. Let children take turns coming forward and peeking under
the paper. (Encourage children to keep the “mystery” a surprise for their friends.) When
everyone has had a turn to peek, pull off the paper. The boy was Jesus (show sign for
Jesus)!
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Mary (show sign for Mary) and Joseph were excited, but upset, too. They walked up
to Jesus (show sign for Jesus). “Why didn’t you come back with us?” they asked.
“We were so worried.”
Jesus (show sign for Jesus) seemed surprised. “Didn’t you know I’d be in my
Father’s house?” Mary (show sign for Mary) understood that when Jesus (show sign
for Jesus) said “my Father,” he meant God, his heavenly Father. She understood
that her son was very special, that he and the Father were one.

Talk With Kids

Lead children in this discussion.
Ask:
n
n
n

What did you think when Mary and Joseph couldn’t find Jesus?
Why is it normally important for all kids to stay with their parents?
Why do you think it’s okay that Jesus wasn’t with his parents?

Say:  Jesus is special. Even though kids should stay with their parents, Jesus
was different than any of us. He’s God’s Son.

4 	weaving faith

into life

Choose at least two of the learning centers to help reinforce today’s Bible lesson.
Gather the needed materials, and put the supplies in an out-of-sight area until you’re
ready for them. Allow the children to choose which center they’d like to explore first.
Then circulate among the children as they create and explore. Encourage them to
make connections between their activities and the Bible by asking them the questions
included with each center’s description.
	Center 1:

Center 1: Mirror Magic

Supplies

Mirror Magic
What You’ll Do

Give each child a Lesson 5 page from My Bible Hugs. Say:  Jesus is special!
Even when he was a child, he knew he was God’s very special Son. Let’s do
something with our My Bible Hugs pages to help us think about that.
Have children take turns holding their My Bible Hugs pages in front of the mirror so they
can see the reflection. Help kids talk about how what they see in the mirror looks the
same as what’s on their papers.
Say: When we learn about Jesus, we learn about God, too. When you look at Jesus,
you’re seeing a reflection of God.

Preschool/Ages 3 & 4
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My Bible Hugs
mirror
pen
Center 1: Mirror Magic

Easy Prep

Remove the Lesson 5
pages from each My
Bible Hugs student
book, and write
children’s names on
them.
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Talk With Kids

Lead children in this discussion.
Ask:
n
n

What was neat about seeing your page in the mirror?
What do you think about Jesus and God being like that?

Say: When we look at ourselves in a mirror, we look just the same. That’s our
reflection. Jesus is a reflection of God. Our mirror reflected the balloon picture, too.
We could see the shape, the color, and the size of the balloon just looking at the
mirror’s reflection. When we learn about Jesus, we learn he is a “reflection” of God.
 Jesus is special.
	Center 2:
Center 2: Special
Snacks

Supplies

plain wafer cookies
spoons
frosting
sprinkles
paper plates
antibacterial gel
(optional)

!

allergy
alert

Special Snacks
What You’ll Do

Have children clean their hands and then sit down for the snack. Say: Jesus wasn’t like
everyone else.  Jesus is special. Let’s make snacks to help us think about
that.
Give each child a few plain wafer cookies on a paper plate and a spoon. Set the
remaining materials nearby. Encourage your children to create very special cookies using
the frosting and the sprinkles.
After children finish decorating, let them show their cookies to each other.

Talk With Kids

Lead children in this discussion.
Ask:
n
n

What makes your cookies special and different from the others?
What things do you know about Jesus that make him different and special?

Say: You started with cookies that were just like everyone else’s cookies, but now
you have very special cookies.  Jesus is special, too. Before we eat our
cookies, let’s remember to thank God for sending his special Son, Jesus, to us. Pray,
and then let children enjoy their snacks.
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	Center 3:

Looking for Jesus
What You’ll Do

Say: Today we learned that Jesus was at a celebration with his parents, but when
they left to go home, he didn’t go with them. He stayed in God’s house, or the
church. His parents knew he was special, but that’s when they learned even more
about just how special he was.
Have kids take turns pretending to be Jesus, his parents, and the priests in acting
out what happened. “Parents” could call out “Jesus, where are you?” a few times.
Encourage the children to look for the missing boy. Then have “Jesus” pop out and say
“Here I am.” Continue until several have had a chance to play “Jesus.”

Talk With Kids

Lead children in this discussion.
Ask:
n
n
n

 ave your parents ever thought you were lost when you knew just where
H
they were? What happened?
What should you do if you’re lost?
How do you know that Jesus wasn’t actually lost?

Say: The Bible says that Jesus was safe in his heavenly Father’s house. God knew
where Jesus was and provided people to take care of him because  Jesus is
special.
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	Center 4:

Jesus in the Temple
Center 4: Jesus in the
Temple

Supplies

What You’ll Do

Say: Let’s make a craft to help us think about how  Jesus is special and what
happened when he was a boy.

construction paper
markers
scissors
Center 4: Jesus in the
Temple

Easy Prep

Fold a sheet of
construction paper in
half to make a simple
tent shape. On 1 side of
the folded paper, make
double doors by cutting
a T shape from the
bottom edge and then
folding the doors back.
Make 1 per child.

Give each child one of the simple tent shapes. Help the children draw pictures on the
outside of the temple of Joseph and Mary looking for Jesus. Have children draw a
picture of Jesus and the teachers on the inside of the temple. When the children fold the
doors open, they’ll find Jesus in the temple, just as Joseph and Mary did.
Say: Mary and Joseph learned that  Jesus is special when they found him in
the Temple. He helped them understand that he was God’s special son.

5 lasting

impressions

Daily Challenges

Supplies

My Bible Hugs
pens

Daily Challenges
What You’ll Do

After the children have cleaned up their centers, bring everyone back to a circle area
on the floor. Review the lesson activities and the Bible Point, and then encourage the
children to share what they remember about what they learned from the Bible today.
Also use this time to challenge kids in their faith. Encourage them to choose a Daily
Challenge for applying today’s lesson to their lives this week. Use this challenge for
encouraging your children’s growing relationships with Jesus.
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Talk With Kids

Say: Today we learned that  Jesus is special. I would like each of you to
choose a way to remember that Jesus is special this week.
Give kids these two challenges to choose from:
n Every time you hear someone talk about Christmas, remind him or her that
Jesus is God’s Son and a special gift to us.
n n	Draw a picture of God and Jesus together. Give it to a friend and tell him or
her why Jesus is special.
Say: If you want to talk about Christmas, circle the choice with one dot. If you want
to draw a picture, circle the choice with two dots. Check that each child circled a
choice on his or her My Bible Hugs page. Make sure you tell kids the challenge you
choose. Your commitment will inspire children and will give them an opportunity to see
God at work in your life as well as in theirs!

Action Prayer
What You’ll Do

Form a circle, and have the children sit down. Put them in pairs, and have children in
pairs face each other.
Say: Today we learned that  Jesus is special. In fact, our Key Verse says
that those who believe in Jesus can become children of God (John 1:12). Invite the
children to repeat the Key Verse to their partners.
Say: Let’s pray, using this rhyme. Have each child stand facing the other child in his or
her pair and repeat the following words and motions with you:
Thank you, God, for legs to run. (run in place)
Thank you, God, for your special Son. (rock arms as if holding a baby)
Jesus showed us how much you care, (sign the name of Jesus)
Wherever I am, you’re always there. (point to self and then to God)
Thank you, God, for your love each day, (cross arms over chest)
In Jesus’ name, amen!

Weaving Faith at Home
Have children take home their My Bible Hugs pages whether they worked on them or
not. Have the children tell their parents the challenge they committed to in the “Daily
Challenges” activity. Encourage the parents to help their kids fulfill this commitment
during the week. By working together and focusing on the same goals, you and parents
can help children weave faith into their lives!
Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s
families. Available at group.com/digital.
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