Lesson 1

5

Prophets Foretell Jesus’
Coming Jeremiah 33:14-16

F

irst- and second-graders are discovering a new independence but need to know
that Mom, Dad, or other caregivers are still there to help and protect them. As school
and peers begin to pull children away from their loving caregivers, they need to be able
to trust that those caregivers aren’t pulling away from them. What a perfect time to let
children know that God can be trusted to keep his promises! Use this lesson to show
children that God keeps his promises.
LESSON

1

Getting
Started

WHAT CHILDREN DO

SUPPLIES

EASY PREP

(about 10 min.)

1 coin for every 2 children

Jesus’ Family Line
Bible, CD player
Hear what God told the Teacher Pack: CD
prophet Jeremiah.
(about 10 min.)

Family Lines
Discover how people
can be part of the
same family line.

Bible
Exploration

Righteous Branches
(about 15 min.)

Make branches to
show how Jesus and
David were related.

Kids will trust God to
keep his promises.
brown paper lunch bags,
green construction paper,
pencils, crayons, several
pairs of scissors, 2 green
chenille wires per child,
hole punch, tape, paper
Teacher Pack: “Leaves”
stencil

God With Us
(about 5 min.)

Learn the Key Verse,
and see how Jesus
fulfilled God’s promise.

Key Verse

Weaving Faith
Into Life

(about 10 min.)

2

Jesus fulfilled God’s
promise.

“All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord
had said through the
prophet: ‘The virgin
will be with child and
will give birth to a son,
and they will call him
Immanuel’—which
means, ‘God with us’ ”
(Matthew 1:22-23).

Coin-Toss Count
Try to predict the
outcomes of several
coin tosses.

Bible Point

Bible, 2 chairs, blanket

Punch out the leaves
from the “Leaves”
stencil. Write “Jesus”
and “David” in large
letters on a sheet of
paper, and hang it where
everyone can see the
names.

Set up a screen in a
corner of your room by
draping a blanket across
2 chairs.

Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.
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LESSON

3

Weaving
Faith
Into Life

WHAT CHILDREN DO

SUPPLIES

Family Trees
(about 10 min.)

Make family trees,
and learn about Jesus’
family line.

My Bible Fun, paper,
colored pencils

EASY PREP
Tear out the Lesson 1
pages from each My
Bible Fun student book.
Make a simple family
tree showing your
parents, grandparents,
spouse, brothers, sisters,
and children.

Daily Challenges
(about 5 min.)

Choose a Daily
Challenge to apply
God’s Word.

4

My Bible Fun, pens

Weaving Faith at

Lasting
Home
Impressions (about 2 min.)

Talk about how to
share what they
learned with their
families.
Bold text within the lesson is spoken text.

Winter Quarter
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My Bible Fun

Tear out the letter to
parents from the back
of each My Bible Fun
student book.
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Prophets Foretell Jesus’ Coming
Jeremiah 33:14-16
BIBLe BACKGROUND
FOR LEADERS

Jeremiah Preaches Hope
in Times of Trouble
This passage was written nearly 600 years before
Jesus was born. The northern kingdom of Israel had
fallen to the Assyrians, who had in turn fallen to the
Babylonians. Jeremiah also saw the fall of the southern
kingdom of Judah to the Babylonians, concluding with
the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C.
Despite all that was going on around him, Jeremiah’s
message in this passage is one of hope. Repeating
nearly word for word the message he had given
in Jeremiah 23:5-6, Jeremiah utters here his most
important message about the coming Messiah. This
King would be a descendant of David but would
rule with more wisdom, justice, and righteousness
than any other king had ever done. This coming
Messiah would not only rescue his people from their
oppressors but also reunite the kingdoms of Israel
and Judah, which had been divided since the death of
Solomon more than 300 years earlier.

The Jesus Connection
Your relationship with Jesus is an amazing gift. And
God planned long ago to give you that gift. Thank him
for this life-giving blessing!
Long ago, God chose to prepare the hearts of his
people with the news that a Savior would come. As
you prepare for Christmas, take some time to allow
God’s message of hope and salvation to sink in for
you. Choose to believe God’s promises—and allow
the wonder of Jesus’ incarnation to overwhelm you.
Pray about your heart’s desire to live this Christmas
season immersed in the meaning of God’s promises.
You can write your prayer here.

Jesus Fulfills Prophecy,
but Not as Expected
After reading this passage, it’s easy to understand why
people of Jesus’ day expected a Messiah who would
lead them in throwing off Roman rule and restoring the
unified kingdom of Israel. From our standpoint in history,
we know that Jesus came first as the suffering servant
(see Isaiah 53), drawing people to himself through his
perfect life and his message of repentance. One day,
however, Jesus will return to complete his fulfillment
of Old Testament prophecies and rule as king over all
heaven and earth.
As we look forward to our celebration of Jesus’ birth,
we can also look forward to the day Jesus will return to
take those who believe in him to live with him in heaven.
That’s God’s message of hope for Christians in today’s
broken world!
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GETTING

STARTED

Coin-Toss Count

Supplies

1 coin for every 2
children

Coin-Toss Count
What You’ll Do

Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.
Gather everyone together.
Ask:
n

What is a prediction?

Say: When people make predictions, they think they know what’s going to happen
before it happens. For example, if I toss a coin in the air and say that I think the coin
is going to land a certain way, I’m making a prediction. If I’m right and the coin lands
that way, we could say my prediction came true.
Hold up a coin, and show kids both sides of the coin. Explain that one side of the coin is
called “heads” and the other side is called “tails.”
Say: I’m going to toss this coin in the air and let it drop to the floor. Raise your hand
if you think the coin will land heads up. Let the children vote. Raise your hand if you
think the coin will land tails up. Let the children vote again. Then toss the coin.
Say: If you thought the coin would turn up [heads or tails], you made a good guess.
Your prediction came true.
Put kids in pairs, and give each pair a coin. Let kids take turns tossing the coins and
predicting the outcomes.

Talk With Kids

Lead children in this discussion.
Ask:
n
n
n


How
did you decide what to predict for each coin toss?
Explain how often you were correct and how often you were incorrect.
Why is it difficult for people to predict right every time?

Say: When we make predictions, we don’t really know if they’ll come true or not.
Only God knows what will happen in the future. Today we’ll learn that God always
knows what’s going to happen and always keeps his promises. And we’ll hear how
 JESUS FULFILLED GOD’S PROMISE. Let’s hear more about that!
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2 BIBLE

EXPLORATION
Jesus’ Family Line

Jesus’ Family Line

Supplies

What You’ll Do

Open your Bible to Jeremiah 33:14-16, and show kids the passage. Say: In the Bible
today, we’ll learn how God made a promise to a man named Jeremiah, and that
promise was for all God’s people. Let’s listen to what God said to Jeremiah.

Bible
CD player
Teacher Pack
CD: “God Speaks to
Jeremiah” (track 22)

Play “God Speaks to Jeremiah” (track 22 on the CD).
Say: Wow! God told Jeremiah some important things. Let’s look back at what God
said. Reread verse 14. God said he planned to fulfill his promise to his people. Invite
children to discuss what it means to fulfill a promise.
Say: To fulfill a promise means to keep the promise. So God was saying that he’d
keep a promise he made to his people. Tell someone near you about a promise
someone made to you. Allow time, and then invite a few children to share their answers
with your whole group.
Say: God always keeps his promises. In our Bible passage, God told Jeremiah not
only that he was going to keep his promise but also how he would do that. Point
out verse 15. God said, “In those days and at that time I will make a righteous
Branch sprout from David’s line.” That meant God would send someone who was
related to David—one of his children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, or greatgreat-great-great-great-grandchildren.
Invite the children to talk with those nearby about some of the people in their family lines,
such as their parents or grandparents.
Say: The person God sent was Jesus. God promised to send Jesus to save everyone
who believes in Jesus. And years and years and years—a really long time—after God
made the promise,  JESUS FULFILLED GOD’S PROMISE.

Talk With Kids

Lead children in this discussion.
Ask:
n
n


Explain
whether you think your great-grandparents knew exactly who you’d
be—what you’d look like, how you’d act, the things you’d like.
What’s so special about the promise God made to send Jesus?

Say: God made a really big promise—it was a promise that no person could ever
fulfill, except for Jesus. That promise can help us remember that God loves us and
that Jesus loves us because  JESUS FULFILLED GOD’S PROMISE.
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Family Lines
What You’ll Do

Say: God made a promise to Jeremiah hundreds of years before Jesus was born.
He promised that God’s people would be saved by someone in David’s family line.
Let’s do an activity to help us understand what a family line is.
Have kids stand at one end of the room. Choose one child to be David, and have that
child move to the other end of the room. Explain that David had a son named Solomon.
Choose a child to be Solomon, and have that child go over and hold hands with “David.”
Have the two children stand with arms outstretched between them. Then say that
Solomon had a son, and choose another child to hold hands with the first two. Continue
choosing kids and explaining that each son had a son, until all kids are holding hands in
a long line.
Say: Look how the person at the end of the line is connected to the person at the
beginning of the line. That’s how Jesus was connected to David, even though
Jesus was born a long, long time after David. That’s what a family line is like—a
long line of people who are related to each other.
Invite one or two children to show their own family lines using children in the group to
represent people in their families. Guide children to represent only one person in each
generation. For example, a child might stand in as himself and then hold hands with
a second person who represents his mother. His “mother” could hold hands with his
“grandfather,” and the “grandfather” can hold hands with the “great-grandfather” if that
child knows of him.

Talk With Kids

Lead children in this discussion.
Ask:
n
n
n


Tell
about the very oldest person you’re related to.
What do you think about God making a promise that won’t happen for
hundreds of years?
Explain whether knowing about promises like that helps you trust God with
your life.

Say: Jesus was born hundreds of years after David was alive. But even so,
 JESUS FULFILLED GOD’S PROMISE. God promised that Jesus would come
and save every person who believes in Jesus. God is the only one who can make
promises like that—and we can trust him to keep all his promises. We can trust
him to take care of us and to love us always.
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Righteous Branches
What You’ll Do

Righteous Branches

Say: In Jeremiah 33:15, God told Jeremiah that Jesus would be a righteous branch
from the line of David. Righteous means that Jesus would always do what is right.
Raise your hand if you’ve always done everything right—I mean every single thing.
You’ve never done anything wrong, ever. Pause. We’re all human, and we’ve all
sinned, but not Jesus. Jesus is the only one who has always done everything right.
Let’s make something to remind us that Jesus is righteous. Give each child a paper
lunch bag. Show kids how to open their bags and crumple them so the paper becomes
wrinkled. Then demonstrate how to roll and twist a bag, starting at the bag’s bottom,
into a twisted paper branch. Use tape to keep the branches tightly twisted.
Say: Remember how the Bible said that Jesus would be a righteous branch from
David’s line? These branches can remind us that God promised that Jesus would
be a righteous branch from David’s family tree.
Set out green construction paper, pencils, scissors, and crayons. Show kids how to
use the pieces from the “Leaves” stencil to trace two leaves on a sheet of construction
paper. Then have kids cut out the leaves. As kids work, punch a hole in each leaf.
Point to the names you wrote on the paper ahead of time, and say: Jesus was a
righteous branch from David’s family line. Have each child write “David” on one leaf
and “Jesus” on another leaf. Be ready to help kids write the names on their leaves.

Supplies

brown paper lunch bags
green construction
paper
pencils
crayons
several pairs of scissors
2 green chenille wires
per child
hole punch
tape
paper
Teacher Pack
“Leaves” stencil
Righteous Branches

Easy Prep

Punch out the leaves
from the “Leaves”
stencil. Write “Jesus”
and “David” in large
letters on a sheet of
paper, and hang it
where everyone can see
the names.

Give each child two green chenille wires. Show kids how to put a chenille wire through the
hole on the “David” leaf. Demonstrate how to “knot” one end of the wire behind the hole
by bending the end of the wire back on itself. Then wrap the other end of the wire around
one end of the branch so the leaf dangles from the branch. Use the other chenille wire to
repeat the process with the “Jesus” leaf, attaching that leaf to the other end of the branch.
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Return the “Leaves” stencil to your Teacher Pack for use in Week 6.
Say: When you look at your branch at home, remember what God told the
prophet Jeremiah. God said that Jesus would be the righteous branch that
sprouted from David’s family line. God made a promise, and he kept it!
 JESUS FULFILLED GOD’S PROMISE. Let’s learn today’s Key Verse as a reminder.
God With Us

Supplies
Bible
2 chairs
blanket
God With Us

Easy Prep
Set up a screen in a
corner of your room
by draping a blanket
across 2 chairs.

God With Us
What You’ll Do

Say: God promised to save his people, and  JESUS FULFILLED GOD’S PROMISE.
Open your Bible to Matthew 1:22-23, and show kids the passage. Say: Our Key Verse
for today tells us more about Jesus. It says, “All this took place to fulfill what
the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will be with child and will give
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’—which means, ‘God with us’ ”
(Matthew 1:22-23).
That means God promised to send a savior, and he did—Jesus is the Savior of the
world. And one name they called Jesus was “Immanuel.” Let’s say our Key Verse
together. Lead kids in the adapted verse: The Lord said through the prophet: They
will call him Immanuel (Matthew 1:22-23). Repeat the verse several times.
Say: It’s pretty amazing that God told Jeremiah that he’d keep his promise to send
Jesus and then did! Our verse says that Immanuel means “God with us.” That
means God came down to earth as a human person—and that person was Jesus!
I’ll show you what I mean.
Point to the screen you made ahead of time.
Say: Before God sent Jesus, it was hard for people to understand what God was
really like. People had heard about God, but they had trouble understanding who
God really was.
Choose a child to hide behind the screen.
Say: Let’s pretend that you had never met [child’s name]. Let’s pretend that I had
told you about [child’s name] but you had never met him [or her]. Describe as much
as you can about what [child’s name] is wearing. Allow time.
Say: You have met [child’s name], so you do know some things. But what if you had
never met him [or her]? Tell a partner whether you think you’d feel like you knew
[child’s name] if you’d never talked to him [or her]. Allow time.
Have the child come out from behind the screen. Say: Jesus is God. He’s God in
human form. So when he came to earth, it helped the people know God even
better. Seeing Jesus, hearing him speak, and watching him do miracles helped

Winter Quarter

Lesson 1

Grades 1 & 2

13

people know God. Now that we see [child’s name], it’s easier for us to feel like we
know him [or her] and it’s easier for us to interact with him [or her].

Talk With Kids

Lead kids in this discussion.
Ask:
n
n
n


What’s
difficult about knowing someone you’ve never seen?
Explain whether you feel close to people you don’t know.
What things do you know about Jesus that help you feel close to him?

Say: God wants everyone to know him. So God sent Jesus to earth to help people
understand him better. By getting to know Jesus, people could get to know God.
That’s what our Key Verse means when it calls Jesus “Immanuel”—it means that
God is with us.  JESUS FULFILLED GOD’S PROMISE. And even though Jesus isn’t
living on earth today, when we believe in Jesus, we can be part of God’s family.

3 WEAVING FAITH

INTO LIFE

Family Trees

Family Trees

Supplies

Tips If kids don’t know a person’s given name, let them write the
name they use to address that person instead (Mommy, Daddy, Grandpa, and
so on). The name isn’t as important as the idea of a family line.

My Bible Fun
paper
colored pencils

Also, be sensitive to children in your class who come from blended families.
Help them add step- and foster-relatives’ names to their trees.

Family Trees

What You’ll Do

Say: Just as Jesus was part of David’s family, we can be part of God’s family when
we believe in Jesus. Let’s make something to show that we want to be part of
God’s family.
Show kids the family tree you made, and invite them to inspect it. Point to the different
family members as you explain who they are. Then give each child a Lesson 1 My Bible
Fun page.

Easy Prep
Tear out the Lesson 1
pages from each My
Bible Fun student book.
Make a simple family
tree showing your
parents, grandparents,
spouse, brothers,
sisters, and children.

Say: A family tree is a picture that shows all the people in a person’s family. Let’s
make trees showing your families.
Have each child print his or her name on the tree where the trunk meets the leaves. Help
the children print their parents’ names above their own and their grandparents’ names
above those. Finally, help the children print their brothers’ and sisters’ names beside
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theirs. Explain to the kids that if they get married someday, their husbands’ or wives’
names will go beside their names and their children’s names will go below.
After kids complete their family trees, have them form pairs. Let partners explain their
family trees to each other, and then invite a few children to show their family trees to the
rest of the group.
Say: Jesus had a family tree, too. God told the prophet Jeremiah that Jesus was
coming and would be part of King David’s family tree—just like you’re part of your
family tree! Because  JESUS FULFILLED GOD’S PROMISE, when we believe in
Jesus, we can join God’s family tree! Have kids add Jesus’ name to the top of their
family trees.

4 LASTING

IMPRESSIONS

Daily Challenges

Supplies
My Bible Fun
pens

Daily Challenges
What You’ll Do

Say: Let’s think about how  JESUS FULFILLED GOD’S PROMISE.
Have kids find this week’s Daily Challenges in their My Bible Fun pages and choose one
to do this week. They can choose one or more of these three options:
n Carry a rock in your pocket. Every time you feel it inside your pocket, thank
God for keeping his promise of sending Jesus.
n Read Luke 2:1-20 with an adult, and talk about how Jesus fulfilled God’s
promise.
n Pray and ask God to help you keep your promises each day.
Make sure you choose a Daily Challenge as well, and tell kids what you chose. Kids will
be more inclined to follow through on their commitments when they see you doing the
same.

Talk With Kids

Lead kids in this discussion.
Ask:
n


What’s
a practical way you’re going to do your Daily Challenge? Include a
time, a place, and other ideas.

Say: We can trust God because he always keeps his promises. Let’s remember
that  JESUS FULFILLED GOD’S PROMISE as we follow through on our Daily
Challenges.
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Weaving Faith at Home
Send the letter to parents home with your kids or give it to parents when they pick up
their children. This is a great way to show families they’re important to your church and
to support their role as spiritual leaders to their children.
Encourage kids to talk with their parents about the Daily Challenges they chose and
what they learned about how God keeps his promises and how Jesus fulfilled God’s
promise. Kids can also do the activities in the “HomeConnect” section of their My Bible
Fun pages with their families.
Talk to your Director about emailing the FREE FamilyConnect to all your church’s
families. Available at group.com/digital.
Take a couple of minutes to pray with your kids, thanking God for always keeping his
promises. Allow time for each child to share a way God has kept his promises. Also
remind children that God promises to take care of us, and encourage them to share their
needs with God. Pray: God, we know you keep your promises, and we thank you for
keeping your promise to send a savior. We want to know you, and we’re thankful
for Jesus. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Weaving Faith at
Home

Supplies
My Bible Fun

Weaving Faith at
Home

Easy Prep

Tear out the letter to
parents from the back
of each My Bible Fun
student book.
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